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On November 3, 2013, three labor unions—Kan-Nama (Solidarity Union of Japan Construction and Transport Workers
Kansai Area Branch), Minato-Godo (Metal and machinery Workers™ Union in Osaka) and Doro-Chiba (National Railway
Motive Power Union of Chiba)—issued the statement below at their National Workers Rally and many unions and labor
organizations endorsed it thereafter.

We are faced with increasing thrust toward constitutional revision and war, including the Abe administration's advocacy
of collective self-defense. It is time for labor unions to use muscle to move our society. We sincerely urge that much more
unions endorse the statement.

Statement of Labor Unions Against Constitutional Revision

The Abe Administration is rushing to revise the Constitution of Japan to clear the way for waging wars. It is a blatant
attempt to crush the efforts of workers and people who have blocked this attempt for six decades since the end of World
War II. The recent replacement of the Chief of Cabinet Legislation Bureau was a coup d'état to facilitate a fundamental
change in interpretation of the Constitution to serve Abe’s purpose. Allowing the right to collective self-defense and
revising the Three Principles on Arms Export, the government is aiming to deploy the Self-Defense Forces all around the
world and to promote weapon export, lifting the ban on it. The legislation of the State Secret Act in December last year
was meant to intimidate and silence public service workers and the media by “ten-year imprisonment” for critical move.

We are faced with the beginning of a “new prewar period”. They trample down the Constitution, which has long been
esteemed as a product of profound remorse for Japan's aggressive wars on Asian countries and Japan's defeat in WWIL
They are hurrying to open up the floodgates for a new war.

The ruling Liberal Democratic Party's draft constitution turns the current war renunciation provision, stipulated in
Article 9, into diametrically opposite clauses.
Chapter I, Renunciation of war:
Article 9. Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on justice and order, the Japanese people forever
renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation and the threat or use of force as means of settling international
disputes.
In order to accomplish the aim of the preceding paragraph, land, sea, and air forces, as well as other war potential, will
never be maintained. The right of belligerency of the state will not be recognized.
The planed revision by the LDP:
“National Defense Forces shall be maintained.”
“The provisions of the preceding paragraph (renouncement of war as a sovereign right of the nation) shall not preclude
exercise of the right to self-defense.”
“The government shall protect Japanese territory and resources.”

The current provisions on renunciation of war and on human rights are as follow:
Preamble of the Constitution:
“Never again shall we be visited with the horrors of war through the action of government, do proclaim that sovereign
power resides with the people and do firmly establish this Constitution”
Article 97:
“The fundamental human rights by this Constitution guaranteed to the people of Japan are fruits of the age-old
struggle of man to be free; they have survived the many exacting tests for durability and are conferred upon this and
future generations in trust, to be held for all time inviolate.”
These provisions are changed into bigotry and nationalism. The draft stipulates, “the Emperor shall be the head of the
state.”

The freedom of assembly and association as well as speech, press and fundamental human rights, and fundamental labor
rights are basically denied: “Activities intended to harm the public good or public order and associations for such
purposes will not be permitted.” On top of it, the LDP draft constitution empowers the prime minister to declare “an
emergency,” suspension of all the constitutional rights at once.
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War drive is rampant all over the world. In Okinawa, the US and Japanese governments are proceeding with the
realignments of the Japan-US Security System and US bases are reinforced. The Abe administration inflames nationalism
and chauvinism among people and ignites territorial disputes. Now hatred and horror seem to be becoming the “Zeitgeist”.

The consistent stance of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) that has long dominated postwar politics is that Japan
should establish Independent Constitution in order to emerge as a major military power once again. That is why the
struggle to oppose the Constitutional Revision has been the cornerstone of all struggles for Japanese labor movement.

But the endless setback of labor movement caused by the disbandment of Sohyo (General Council of Trade Unions of
Japan) and the Socialist Party of Japan (SPJ) at the end of 1980’s drastically changed the situation. The original intention
of anti-war has gradually been abandoned and forgotten. And what is more, even a tendency that accepts the
Constitutional Revision has emerged from within the labor movement. Haven't we learned much from the history? Today,
however, we face with the danger of repeating the same historical mistake. As our past history illustrates, those who have
been opposing to war suddenly switch over to war advocates and agree to cooperate on national unity when desperate
war drive of the ruling class turns into a reality in the name of defense of national interest.

The Division and Privatization of National Railways in 1987 marked a beginning of the degradation of Japanese labor
movement. The then Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone later revealed the purpose of his political determination on this
project: ‘I carried it out clearly intending to ruin Kokuro (National Railway Workers' Union) and then to crush Sohyo and
SPJ.” “My purpose was to sweep all labor movements out of our country and establish an admirable Japanese
Constitution.”

To put an end to this bitter history, it is high time now to stem the tide of undermining labor unions. We must regain
workers’ united power.

War of aggression abroad and class war at home against workers are one and the same. Pervasive poverty and widening
disparity produced in our society are inextricably linked with the current political backlash. We are brutally attacked on
our rights to live such as employment, social security system, education, medical care and so on.

In Fukushima, unprecedented amount of radioactive contamination has been spread widely. In face of the ongoing
serious nuclear crisis, however, the Japanese government tells the world, “everything is under control and it is safe”, for
the benefit of the nuclear industry mafia. Nothing is farther from the truth. The government has an intention to ignore and
desert 2 million people of Fukushima Prefecture.

We are standing on a great historic turning point. We must stop the constitutional revision. We must prevent the way to
war.

Anti-war struggle has become the crucial task of labor movement. It is the essential duty for the workers seeking for
peace. It is also the duty which must be accomplished no matter what difficulties exist.

Because united workers’ struggle is the only power to move the history forward, and change the whole society. Our
struggle is the only power to prevent war.

Angry voices of workers who are deprived of their very existence have been building up. The whole society is filled with
critical consciousness of the workers toward the situation today.

In solidarity and cooperation with workers of the world, especially with the Asian people, we launch a decisive struggle
against the offensive of constitutional revision by the Japanese ruling class.

We oppose everything related to war as the essential duty to establish peace. We should make the greatest effort to
strengthen and widen the voice of opposition. We, Japanese working people declare here to go ahead to create our
hopeful future by our own hand and pledge never to repeat aggressive war anywhere.
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